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A History of 
All Hallows!
Eve   

    Americans are expected to
spend a record-high $9.1 billion
this year on Halloween candy,
decorations, and costumes, with
superheros, action heroes, and 
princesses among the most popular dress-up options 
for kids and witches for adults.
    Often lost among the goulish celebration is the origin 
of the holiday, Halloween is based largely on Celtic 
paganism in the British Isles, and their feast of Samhain, 
the new year. They believed it was the time when 
ghosts and spirits came out to haunt, and the Celts 
would appease the spirits by giving them treats. The 
feast was celebrated in Ireland, Scotland and Wales, 
and parts of Britain.
    Halloween also has some elements of the Romans 
celebrating Pomona, the goddess of fruit and trees. That 
was a harvest feast, thus we bob for apples, for 
instance.
    When Christianity came to Britain. . . it just so 
happened that November 1 was the Christian Feast of 
All Saints and the next day is All Soul!s Day. October 
31 became the Eve of All Saints, or All Hallows! Eve. 
So the modern practice of Halloween incorporates 
Christianity and pagan rituals.
    In America, the real explosion of Halloween 
happened when the Irish immigrants came and brought 
their practice with them. It looked like a really fun thing to 
do. So other people wanted to do it.
    October is an important month in our gay, lesbian,

(continued on page 4)   



The Colorado Prime Timers 
is proud to give a BIG

to our  new members
We now have 173 members

LUNCH ATTENDANCE
     Aug., 29, 49         Sept. 5,  40      

Sept. 12, 52       Sept. 19

AUGUST FINANCIAL REPORT
Membership Renewals $303.35
Trade - BB $213.00
Trade - Sat/Sun $100.00
Trade tips $87.00
Monthly Total Revenue               $ 7 0 3 . 3 5
Expenses
Marketing (Facebook) $25.00
Newsletter printing $75.00
Newsletter supplies $110.39
Newsletter postage $27.50
Membership supplies $44.13
Mountain Picnic $358.37
Monthly Total Expenses $ 6 4 0 . 3 9

Net Monthly         $ 6 2 . 9 6

Month end checking balance    $3,105.42
Savings balance         $9,385.42
Total in accounts       $12,490.84  
---------------------------------------------

THE PURPOSE OF THE 
COLORADO PRIME TIMERS

    As a local Chapter of Prime Timers Worldwide we 
provide mature gay and bisexual men (and their 
admirers) opportunities to gather in a supportive 
atmosphere, and enjoy social, educational, and 
recreational activities.
    We create a diverse amount of events. We  insure 
affordable events so that every member can find 
interesting activities with which to be able to actively 
participate and enjoy the camaraderie with other 
older gay and bi-men.
    The organization is not a religious or political 
organization. However, it is concerned with the 
impact that social, economic and political changes 
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have on us as aging gay and bisexual men.
    Prime Timers Worldwide is an organization with 
more than 8000 members in 78 Chapters in cities 
throughout the United States, Australia, Canada, 
Israel. Your membership in the Colorado Prime 
Timers Chapter entitles you to privileges in any of 
the Chapters of the Prime Timers Worldwide 
organization. The contact information for each 
Chapter is available to download. The Prime Timers 
Worldwide web site: www.primetimersww.com.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
NEWSLETTER AD RATES

    Ad rates are for a 3-inchX2-inch (business card 
size) black and white or color are $10.00 per month, 
$35.00 for 4 months, $50.00 for 6 months, and 
$100.00 for 12 months. Noncommercial ads are 
free to CPT members. Members may also share 
personal items such as wedding, anniversary, 
illness, and deaths free of charge. To advertise 
contact the Newsletter Editor, Dick Moore, at 
720.638.1080, operaghost198838@yahoo.com. 
Any attachments must be sent to Dick pdf.

MEMBERSHIP DUES
    Yearly membership dues are $20.00 per member 
and $25.00 for couples living at the same address. 
Dues are due payable when you join and yearly 
dues are paid on your anniversary date and no later 
than 30 days after that date. You can send your 
payment to Colorado Prime Timers, P.O. Box 
300274. Denver, Colorado 80203 or you can pay 
the Membership Coordinator, Larry Jeffries at any 
Wednesday Luncheon.

---------------------------------------------
LUNCHEON AT

THE GOLDEN CORRAL
    Don!t forget the Wednesday Nooners 
Luncheon for a delightful lunch and munch brunch 
experience that meets every Wednesday. No 
sign up, no reservations. Just come and 
enjoy the food and conversation with your fellow 
Prime Timers. Guests are always welcome.
    The Golden Corral is an American family-style 
restaurant chain serving breakfast, lunch and 
dinner, and featuring a large all-you-can-eat buffet 
and grill offering numerous hot and cold dishes, a 
carving station and their Brass Bell 

Tell the cashier that you are with the 
Colorado Prime Timers to receive the 

$9.23 lunch price. 
Price does not include gratuity!!!

Social Hour & Lunch 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
3677 South Santa Fe Drive
Sheridan, Colorado 80110



Condolences
to the family and friends of

JERRY MALONEY
1935-2018

Jerry passed away Thursday September 
6, 2018. Jerry was a Colorado Prime Timer 
for a number of years and he always 
cherished his Prime Timer friends. He could 
always be counted on for fun, friendly 
conversation. In recent times deteriorating 
health forced him to curtail his club activities. 
Jerry of course will be greatly missed.

---------------------------------------------

David Rosentrater, 5th
Dwaine Schmidt, 8th       Tom Dearth, 12th
Glenn Tiedt, 18th        Ray Sylvester, 19th
Joe Saman, 22nd        Thomas Lam, 23rd
John Orlando, 27th          Mike Luten, 31st

and two others
*Free lunch card if you attend lunch that 

day! 

---------------------------------------------

We are now on
facebook. The link is:
fb.me/coprimetimers 

---------------------------------------------
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

    The November Newsletter deadline for all 
articles and activities for the Newsletter must 
be turned into Dick Moore,  Newsletter editor 
by Wednesday, October 24th to be included 
in the November edition for delivery on 

Wednesday, October 31st.
    Opinions expressed in various columns with 
Prime Times are the sole opinions of the writer 
and are not necessarily of the Colorado Prime 
Timer organization, it!s Board or Editor. All 
articles, dates and times are subject to change.

---------------------------------------------
FUTURE ACTIVITIES

    For detail information about each activity or 
event please refer to the information in this 
Newsletter or use the sign up sheet at the 
Wednesday Luncheon. Be courteous and 
RSVP the event!s host no later than the 
reservation deadline. Those who sign up or 
RSVP the event!s host will be guaranteed a 
spot with the group, others will be 
accommodated as possible. If you RSVP and 
can!t make the event, contact the host.
    The following are articles, announcements, 
and of scheduled events for the present month. 
These events can also be found on the 
monthly calendar (see page 11).  If a phone 
number or e-mail is given, please respond as 
soon as possible for reservations.     
If you need a ride, it may be best to 
contact other members on the sign up 
sheet personally. The event 
coordinator should not be expected to 
arrange transportation!.

---------------------------------------------
ACTIVITY PLANNING

Joe Saman: Activities Coordinator

For any Prime Timer!s activity, you MUST check with 

me first. We will look at the “Master Calendar” 
together. Just a reminder, if you are planning an 
activity, make sure the date is open for your activity. 
Then the sign up sheet can be created either by 
me or by you for the activity. Any member can 
coordinate an activity at any time!!!!

---------------------------------------------

PRIME TIMERS        
OUT N’ ABOUT!

COFFEE TIME 
When: Every Monday.  
Time: 8-10 am. 
Where: Paneras, 640 S. Colorado Blvd. 
When: Every Tuesday. Time: 10 till 
noon.
Where: The LGBT Center.
---------------------------------------------
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TRADE BEER BUST
Coordinator: Dick Moore

     Beer Bust at The Trade will be on  
Sunday, October 14th. Time for the beer 
bust is  4:00 pm to 8:00 pm.
   Volunteers of course are needed. We are 
looking at 8 should be sufficient to handle the  
weekend indoor and the patio crowds.
    A sign up sheet is now on the table. If 
you have a Colorado Prime Timer T-Shirt, 
please wear it. Wear your button if you 
have one.
---------------------------------------------

BOARD MEETING 
President: Dick Moore

When: Wednesday, October 3rd.  
Time: Right after lunch. 
Where: Golden Corral, 3677 S. Santa Fe 
Drive.  
Agenda:  Reports on  the Treasury,  
Membership, Christmas Party, and anything 
else we want to talk about.  All members 
are welcome to participate!
--------------------------------------------- 

HAND, KNEE, FOOT CARDS
Coordinator: Ken Krout

When: Monday, October 8th.
Time: 12 pm - 4 pm.  
Host: Al Grinestaff
Where:  6925 West Colorado Drive, 
Lakewood.  
Call or e-mail:  Al at 303.988.8776 or 
ajgrine8@comcast.net to RSVP or or use 
sign up sheet at lunch. Limit 12. Make 
reservations no later than Wednesday, 
October 3rd.
---------------------------------------------

GENERAL MEETING
Host: Dick Moore

When: Wednesday, October 10th. 
Time: 12:15 pm. 
Where: The Golden Corral, 
Agenda: Dick reports on the October Board 
Meeting, Treasurerer!s  report, Christmas 
Party, and the election of Board members, 
Membership report, and anything else he 
wants to talk about.
---------------------------------------------
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OVER-EASY BREAKFAST
Coordinator, Darrel Freeland

When: Saturday, October 13th.
Time: 9:00 am.
Where: Table Mountain Inn, Golden. 
Call or E-Mail: Darrel, 303,789.3897 or 
dffreeland@q.com to RSVP or use the sign 
up sheet at lunch. Reservations must be 
made no later than Wednesday, 
October 10th.
---------------------------------------------

CASINO BUS TRIP
Coordinator: Dick Moore

When: Sat. Oct. 27th.  
Time: Bus pickup at Charlie!s, 9:30 am 
will return at 3:00 pm. Where: 
Blackhawk, Co. 
Cost: No cost, organization will pay  for 
the bus. At least 30 attendees are 
required, if not, canceled!
INFO: Reservations no later than 
October 17th. You must sign up. Use 
sign up sheet at nooners.
---------------------------------------------
HALLOWEEN 
(continued from page 1)
bisexual and transgender calendar. This is 
GLBT History Month, dedicated to re-
discovering our past and celebrating our 
communities icons October 11 is also 
Caitlin!sMr. Chef: which we observe by 
taking part in the National Equality March and 
many local events.
    However, the most popular and historic 
holiday doesn!t come until the end of the 
month. This holiday predates recorded 
history and captures the essence of sex and 
gender variance to a much greater degree 
than the activist holidays. Just open the 
pages of any gay paper during the first 
weeks of November and you will see what 
is doing on October 31st. It!s the great gay 
holiday!”
    While Halloween is enjoyed by 
everyone,  it has been the gay community 
that has most flamboyantly exploited 
Halloween!s potential as a trans gressive 
festival, as one that operates outside or on 
the margins of orthodox time, space, and 
hierarchy.  Indeed, it is the gay community 
that has been arguably most responsible for 
Halloween!s adult rejuvenation.



    The gay festival par excellence, has been 
observed by queer people long before 
there were Pride Days or Coming Out 
Days; Southern Decadence or Wiglock; 
bear busts, circuit parties, leather runs, nudist 
gatherings or women's music festivals. Long 
before there was Disney, Halloween was 
and is the original Gay Day.
    Halloween has always been a time of 
year when the gay communities 
experienced greater freedoms . . . Even the 
1940s and 1950s when police harassment 
of gay bars was at it height, Halloween was 
the one fairy-tale evening when drag 
queens could come out with impunity. In 
Wide-Open Town: A History of Queer San 
Francisco to 1965, historian Nan Boyd wrote 
about Halloween parties that were held at 
the Beige Room and other San Francisco 
bars back in the fifties, which included not 
simply a drag ball and a parade of queens 
but the selection of the best dressed 
participant. In New York City, by the mid-
1970s, gay promenades had become a 
constituent feature of the Greenwich Village 
Halloween celebrations. Beginning in 1974 
as a countercultural event for the Village arts 
community, this annual parade, with its 
puppets, floats, and revelers, has become 
the local gay population!s Halloween 
celebrations.
    Halloween!s appeal to the lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender communities goes 
beyond that holiday!s historical or spiritual 
connotations. It has a lot to do with our role 
as outsiders in society; our propensity for 
cross-dressing and gender-bending; our 
love for the unusual and fantastic; our ability 
to find humor in the absurdities and 
misfortunes of life; our fascination with festive 
costumes and the world of make-believe; 
and our special capacity to have fun. While 
others might treat Halloween as trick or treat 
for children, LesBiGay and Trans people 
observe and cherish it as a day and night in 
which we can do away with dull, ordinary, 
dumb reality and be our fun, exotic, erotic 
selves.
    So whatever you do on this very special, 
and very gay night, remember to be careful, 
to play safe, and to enjoy yourselves. After 
a few thousand years, we should be able to 
do it right.

OVER-EASY BREAKFAST
Reporter-At-Larger: Jim Mickel

    13 Prime Timers (all that signed up) had 
breakfast at Caitlin!s Restaurant on East Mississippi. 
We have enjoyed breakfast there before. Food is 
good and it is QUIET enough so people can 
actually talk to one another. A prized restaurant 
when you find one like that. I am sure that is the 
reason Darrel has gone back many times.
    We had the regulars plus Mario, visiting from 
Australia. We did miss Ron Gloekler, a regular.
    Thank you, Darrel, for getting this together once 
again. You do a great job every month.
    We all look forward to the October Over-Easy at 
the Table Mountain Inn in Golden, October 13th.

---------------------------------------------
HAND, KNEE, FOOT CARDS
Reporter-At-Large: Jim Mickel

    11 Prime Timers found Andy Farr!s condo in 
southeast Denver.
    We had one table of six and another for four 
players. Mario, from Australia fit right in, just like a 
pro.
    As always, munchies, munchies, and more 
munchies.
    It was a most pleasant afternoon for all. Thank 
you, Andy, for hosting the card group.
    The next card group will ascend on Al Grinstaff!s 
residence on Monday, October 8th. Looking 
forward to that.

---------------------------------------------
NIGHT ON THE TOWN

Reporter-At-Large: Jim Mickel

    15 Prime Timers visited the Wishbone Restaurant 
way up on 97th and Federal, Tuesday evening, 
Sept. 11th. Been awhile and still great food. We all 
sat at a very, very long table. Could have used cell 
phones to talk to each end.  We always have a good 
turn out at this restaurant. 15 of the 18 were there.
    Enjoyed seeing Dick Moore, Thomas Lam, and 
Kim Zeeb.
    Waitress was very attentive, always check on us.
    Chuck came around to get some feedback and 
check on where we would like to go in November. 
Looks like it will be Caraba!s in Aurora (I-225 and Iliff) 
on Tuesday, November 13th.

---------------------------------------------
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FOOD BANK DONATIONS
    A reminder to all members - the first 
Wednesday of the month, members are 
asked to bring in a food bank donation if 
they are able. Phil Wade with MCC of the 
Rockies Food Pantry will be with us on 
that Wednesday to collect donations.    
The Food Pantry can use perishable and 
non-perishable food items plus 
hygiene/bath items, deodorants, oral care 
items . . .toothpaste, tooth brushes, 
mouthwash and infant/child supplies 
(diapers, wipes, etc.)

---------------------------------------------
BOARD MEETING

WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 5TH

Rick Knoll, Secretary

The meeting was called to order at 12:35." 
Larry Nelson, our treasurer, could not be 
there as he had to work, so there were Dick 
Moore, Rafael De Jesus, Rick Knoll, 
Larry Jeffries, Bob McSherry, Joe 
Saman plus one visitor, Geof Jones."
    We were glad to see Rafael back after his 
surgery and he seemed to be doing very 
well." He said he had nothing new to report 
so Dick read the treasurers report which had 
been given to him by Larry Nelson." 
Everything was in good shape financial 
report on (see financial report on page 
2) .  Bob McSherry made a 1st to accept 
the report, a second was made by Rafael, 
and it was agreed upon by the rest of the 
board."
     Larry Jeffries said that at the end of 
August we have a membership of 173." 
After a 1st was made by Rick to accept this 
report and a 2nd was made by Bob, it too 
was agreed upon by the rest of the board."
Joe Saman said that once again everything 
was good in the Activities department and 
Bob McSherry  said he had nothing new to 
report, so we went on to New Business.
    The date of Saturday, October 27th has 
been set for the Casino Bus Trip to 
Blackhawk." The bus will cost $552.00 and 
that will be paid for by the Prime Timers,---
BUT---we will have to have at least 30 
people sign up for it to make it possible." 
You are welcome to bring any friends 
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along." "Sign Up Sheets are available  at the 
Nooners Luncheon." The bus will leave at 
9:30 A.M. from Charlie's Parking Lot and 
probably leave Blackhawk to come back to 
Denver about 3:30 P.M. (see page 4)
    We were short of help for the Labor Day 
Beer Bust (Saturday, Sept. 1st.) at The 
Trade." We just had 5 people show up to 
work, but we had 2 people from the 
Majestic Hearts (domestic abuse) 
organization that jumped in to help plus 2 
more from the Mexico City Court, so the 
job got done." We paid each of the two 
groups $100.00  for their help, so that 
meant $200.00 less for our organization." 
We still made a little over $100.00." 
     We are going to need to know no later 
than Wednesday, September 19th who will 
be running for office for the board of directors 
and who will not be running." All you need to 
do is write a short little note stating why you 
would like to run and give it to Dick." We will 
also be having open nominations from the 
floor on Sept. 19th."
    Any changes to the By-Laws, corrections, 
additions, will need to be made and passed 
by the board by the 2nd of January, 2019." 
It will then go to the membership for their 
expectancy or rejection or changes or 
deletions."
    We will have Donaciano Martinez speaker 
at our luncheon on" Wednesday, 
September 26th." 
    The meeting was adjourned at 1:15." The 
next board meeting will be on 
Wednesday, October 3rd.
---------------------------------------------

Colorado Prime Times Newsletter is 
available on the club web site and can 
be downloaded by members who do 

not attend the Wednesday Luncheons. 
Printed copies are still available at the 

Wednesday Luncheon and to any 
member who does not have online 

access. 
www.coloradoprimetimers.org

"""""""""""""



COLORADO PRIME TIMER’S

ANNUAL 

CHRISTMAS PARTY
Saturday. December 8, 2018

11:00 am to 2 :00 pm

Maggiano’s Restaurant
500 Sixteenth Street (at The Pavilions)

Underground Parking $7.00

Family Style Dining

Cash Bar   
Wine    

Well Drinks 
Imported Beers 

Door Prizes and Gifts
Holiday Entertainment

2019 Calanders will be given out.

LOOK FOR MORE INFORMATION IN NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER

 



BROTHERS FROM THE PAST
(I am resurrecting this  vert interest series 
written by Cecil Bethea. This one was written 
in February, 2006).

    Billy Bean was born on May 11, 1961, 
seven months after a precipitously arranged 
marriage for his     parents. The ceremony 
only guaranteed Bean;s legitimacy, not the 
durability of his parents! union. A year after 
his birth, his father departed upon a two-
year Mormon Mission to Canada. This 
information comes from Bean!s co-authored 
autobiography, “Going The Other Way”.
    One of his favorite possessions was a 
Superman suit he received for his fourth 
birthday. The Super Hero of afternoon 
television like Batman and Robin, Popeye, 
and Superman were the models of his 
fervid daydreams and were a lifetime 
influence. At age eight, the problem arose of 
whether he should take karate which cost 
$15 or Little League at $10. The $5 
difference tilted the choice to baseball for the 
next twenty-three years until he retired from 
the profession at thirty-one.
    He survived his mother!s several 
marriages and a confusing number of 
siblings either of the half or step variety. A 
desire to please and to be a Super Hero 
were his motivations to excel in school. He 
played baseball, basketball, and football 
because they were the games that blue 
collar boys played. Also he learned not to 
run like a faggot because his coaches told 
him that was bad.
    While in high school, he won a basketball 
free throw competition along with a trip to 
San Francisco for him and his parents. There 
he saw his first sign of homosexuality. Two 
men were walking down the street and 
holding hands without causing a stir. Such 
goings-on were never seen in the blue-collar 
suburbs of southern California which he 
inhibited and where the citizens were all 
“normal”. A college athletic scholarship was 
his only way to escape.
    Although excellent in basketball and 
football, Bean really starred as a center 
fielder and hitter in baseball. His 3.8 grade 
average and his athletic prowess made him 
the quarry of the coaches of several 
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California universities. Loyola Marymount 
was his choice. He was a success both as a 
student and an athlete.
    There he meet the women whom he later 
married after a less formal arrangement. 
Apparently he really loved her. She was not 
the cause of his dissatisfaction with their 
marriage. In fact, she told the wives of other 
players that his bedroom performances 
were quite pleasing.
    After college he was drafted by Detroit. 
His 
career was an up and down thing from the 
majors to the minors and back again  with 
him being traded several times. He also 
played during the winter once in Venezuela 
and again in Mexico City. One summer he 
was on a team in Japan. Bean was never 
able to catch the golden ring.
    Baseball players have worked hard to 
earn their reputation for womanizing. Bean 
lacked enthusiasm even though he 
participated in this off-field sport. When on 
the road, Bean usually just coped with his 
increasing homosexual urges. Maybe his 
reasoning was based upon the queer 
stereotype who is not an athlete, ergo, 
Bean, as an athlete, could not be queer. 
Lapses did occur. Once he took a taxi ride 
through the Castro . . . just a taxi ride. 
Another time he went into a pornography 
store. While he was sidling toward the gay 
section, another member of his team 
entered. Bean hid in a booth until the man 
exited. Having to participate in the frolics to 
avoid starting rumors about himself, he kept 
to a minimum his participation.
    Escaping one such gala after downing 
eight beers, he told the taxi driver to go to a 
gay bar. Not only was he introduced to gay 
bars, but he also lost his virginity. The next 
morning he swore, :Never again!” As with so 
many vows, his words were written in sand. 
Another difficulty for Bean was learning that 
men can be romantically as well as sexually 
involved with other men. This false belief 
was rectified by his meeting Sam Madani, a 
refugee from Iran after the Shah!s expulsion.
    Sam was everything Beam wanted, 
intelligent, well educated, and an excellent 
cook. He was also ten years older than 
Bean, who considered this an ideal age 
difference. Sam took over the decorating 
and furnishing of a condo that Bean had 
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bought near San Diego. The explanation for 
Sam!s presence was that he stayed with 
Bean while on business in California; even 
back in those days such an excuse must 
have been limp. For their were no weeds in 
their garden . . . just roses. Sam slowly 
acquired a knowledge of baseball, although 
he never understood why the hitters ran 
counter-clockwise. Bean!s family easily 
accepted Sam with his aristocratic charm. 
Then Sam came down with AIDS. They had 
to wait excruciatingly for the results of Bean!s 
test, which turned out negative. They had to 
wait for Sam to die.
    Then Bean went to the Marlins in Florida. 
Again, he met another aristocratic refugee 
who was ten years older than he. Ephram 
Veiga not only did have these attributes, but he 
was also restauranteur who was a good 
cook. Bean felt his baseball career was 
over, so he quit even trying to get a contract. 
Radio interviewing and other efforts were 
not a success.
    They were going to open a new 
restaurant to Miami. Before opening, a 
newspaper reporter from the HERALD was 
intervening Bean about an article for the 
restaurant section. She casually asked 
whether she could mention that they were a 
pair. With little thought about the matter, he 
agreed thinking the news would appear only 
in the restaurant section of the paper. The 
reaction was as expected: pro, con, and 
indifferent.
    As with most biographies, Billy Bean!s 
has a moral. His story plainly illustrates that 
his being gay was not a choice but a painful 
recognition of fact. Of course the anti-gays 
will say he did not work hard enough to 
make the right choice.
   ------------------------------------------

Let Me
Finish

Dick Moore, President

, , , The Rudeness of the Telephone . . .
    An old doctor friend of mine once told me 
he hated the telephone (just about as much 
as I do). “It!s like a man comes to the door 
with a bag on his head and I have to let him 
in before I can find out who he is,” he said.
    Answering the telephone is just the 
beginning of the offensiveness of the 
instrument that Alexander graham Bell 
hatched in his scheming brain.
    There are few ruder sounds than the busy 
signal. It is like a slap in the face, a Bronx 
cheer. Eeengh, Eeengh, Eeegh. It says, 
with one simple noise: “You poor fool; you 
don!t even know the person you want to talk 
to who has better things to do than take your 
call. Tough luck!”
    Of course, Comcast and others have now 
gotten very irritated women to come on the 
line and tell you, “The line is busy! If you 
want to leave a voice message press 1. . . 
They must have figured, and rightly so, that 
most people would rather not have that 
woman angry at them, so they!d just as 
soon go ahead and push 1.
    A friend refers to the call-waiting as “the 
rudeness device,” so that you can call 
someone who sacrificed their pride long 
enough to petition you by telephone, “I!m 
on the other line.” There you are, in  heaven 
and hell at the same moment. You are 
speaking to someone you want to speak to, 
but they are telling you they can!t take your 
call. There are a few who invest in three-way 
or conference call capability to avert this 
sticky situation. Wrong numbers are a treat. 
Recently, I got a call in the middle of the 
night from a woman who wanted to speak 
with someone I had never heard of, and, 
anyway, I was alone so there was nobody 
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but me. I asked her what number she dialed. 
She had my number but I had to tell her the 
other person was not with me. She said, 
“That!s why I know you!re lying.” I offered 
her a polite goodnight and tried to get back 
to sleep.
     A fellow I know who got dealt better cards 
than most of us proposed saying, “If this is a 
wrong number, why did you answer?” It 
takes a particular kind of mind to dream up 
such sterling responses. Most of the rest of 
us just sputter and with embarrassment 
excuse ourselves and hang up.
    In order to really exploit the inherent 
rudeness of the telephone, if there is 
someone you!d care to dis to the max, just 
try eating while you have them on the line. 
Celery is good. Tacos will do. Anything that 
puts the crunch on the call. This technique is 
really only for emergencies, though, such as 
getting a telemarketer at 6 Saturday 
morning. Keeping a bag of Doritos by the 
telephone in case of such eventualities is a 
capital idea. Few are those, even effrontery, 
who could put in an obnoxious sales pitch 
with an earful of crunch.
    With that said, I just wanted to let you all 
know that in order to actually talk to me on 
the telephone, you MUST call after 6 pm as 
I do work Mon., Tues., Thurs., and Fri. and 
am not home until at least 6. If it isn!t too 
important, leave a message and I will return 
your call. Maybe even better, send me an 
e-mail, operaghost198838@yahoo.com or 
you can call 720.638.1080 my home phone 
or my cell, 720.447.5924. Till next time.
--------------------------------------------
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Sheila’s Pet Pampering
 No one loves your pets more!
             Sheila Keathley

    Pet Whisperer
       720.209.5725

         
sheilakeathley@gmail.com

$35 for the 1st pet and
  $10 for each additional pet 

 FREE house sitting included
---------------------------------------------
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