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“Yankee Doodle Dandy” Is 

Actually An Anti-Gay British 

Fight Song!
Happy Independence Day!!!
        

    As we celebrate the Fourth of July, we remember 
that gays and lesbians have been a part of American 
history from the beginning. Baron Friedrich Wilhelm von 
Steuben, who fled sodomy charges in Prussia, was an 
integral member of the Continental Army, training the 
troops and serving as General Washington!s chief of 
staff.
    Some historical notes, though, are less inspiring  . . . 
take the patriotic ditty “Yankee Doodle Dandy.” Most of 
us know it as a silly childre!s song used to teach about 
the War of Independence. But David Segal, in The 
New YorkTimes revealed its much more 
insidious origins.
    George M. Cohan popularized the tune with 
his adaptation, “The Yankee Doodle Boy,”  from the 
1904 musical Little Johnny Jones. But the 
original “Yankee Doodle” was sung by British troops 
during the Revolutionary War to suggest American 
soldiers were, in Segal!s words, “gay and bumbling.”

continued on the next page



    It!s a play on the word “dandy,” referring 
to a fop or self-absorbed, overly stylish 
man. The “macaroni” mentioned in the chorus 
isn!t pasta, but rather 18th century slang for 
the British dandies who eschewed English 
drabness in favor of European flair . . . 
cinched waistcoats, tall white wigs, slippers, 
and colorful stockings.
    In another time, they might have been 
drag queens.
    

    “ Such a figure, essenced and perfumed, 
with a bunch of lace sticking out under its chin, 
puzzles the common passenger to 
determine the thing!s sex,”  Town and 
Country  declared of the macaronis in 1772.  
“And many a time an honest laboring porter 
has said,  “By your leave, madame,! without 
intending to give offense.”  
    Assumptions about the macaronis! 
sexuality was widespread: After the arrests 
of Captain Robert Jones on sodomy 
charges, the Public  Ledger  declared the 
country is over-run with Catamites, with 
monsters of Captain Jones!s taste, or, to 
speak in a language which all may 
understand, with MACCARONIES.”
    Segal reveals, “Yankee Doodle Dandy” 
was actually the most popular British rallying 
chant of its day. A “yankee,” of course, is a 
derogatory term for an American. A 
“doodle,” now meaning a worthless drawing, 
referred to a fool or patsy. And a dandy was 
well, a dandy.
    So, essentially, the colonists were stupid 
faggots. Only they couldn!t even do that 
right.
    Here!s the clincher: The doodle can!t pull it 
off. He thinks that sticking a feather in his cap 
will suffice to join Britain!s most effete club. In 
reality, he needs an elaborate costume.
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The subtext . . . actually, it might just be the 
text . . . is that this quintessential American is 
a homosexual so daft that he can!t even 
demonstrate his homosexuality.
    The delicious irony is that, as the colonists 
began to win the war, they embraced 
“Yankee Doodle Dandy” as their own. After 
the Battle of Saratoga, an English officer 
reported hearing American troops singing 
the song in victory.
    “Yankee Doodle” is now their paean, a 
favorite of favorites, played in their army . . . 
It is the lover!s spell, the nurse!s lullaby,” he 
wrote. “It was not a little mortifying to hear 
them play this tune, when their army 
marched down to our surrender.”
    The point, says Segal, is not to stop 
singing “Yankee Doodle.”  It!s to realize that 
reappropriating slurs is as American as 
apple pie. (Sometimes the LGBT 
community knows a little something about.)
    Reappropriation is an American specialty 
. . .  a rhetorical stratagem practiced even 
before the Declaration of Independence 
was signed. So by singing “Yankee 
Doodle,” you!re not just celebrating the 
country!s birth. You are belting out words 
used by the soldiers who made that birth 
possible, and with a taunt that 
boomeranged for the ages.
---------------------------------------------

The Colorado Prime Timers
is proud to give a BIG

to our  new members
Marizio Russo
Jack Sexton
Paul Scott

Xavier
We now have 173 members

LUNCH ATTENDANCE
      May 30, 45          June 6, 56        

June 13, 58       June 20, 49

MAY FINANCIAL REPORT 
Savings Account $ 9,383.05
Checking Account $ 1585.71

Total $ 10,968.76



THE PURPOSE OF THE COLORADO 
PRIME TIMERS

    As a local Chapter of Prime Timers Worldwide we 
provide mature gay and bisexual men (and their 
admirers) opportunities to gather in a supportive 
atmosphere, and enjoy social, educational, and 
recreational activities.
    We create a diverse amount of events. We  insure 
affordable events so that every member can find 
interesting activities with which to be able to actively 
participate and enjoy the camaraderie with other 
older gay and bi men.
    The organization is not a religious or political 
organization. However, it is concerned with the 
impact that social, economic and political changes 
have on us as aging gay and bisexual men.
    Prime Timers Worldwide is an organization with 
more than 8000 members in 78 Chapters in cities 
throughout the United States, Australia, Canada, 
Israel. Your membership in the Colorado Prime 
Timers Chapter entitles you to privileges in any of 
the Chapters of the Prime Timers Worldwide 
organization. The contact information for each 
Chapter is available to download. The Prime Timers 
Worldwide website: www.primetimersww.com.

---------------------------------------------
FOR YOUR INFORMATION

NEWSLETTER AD RATES
    Ad rates are for a 3-inchX2-inch (business card 
size) black and white or color are $10.00 per month, 
$35.00 for 4 months, $50.00 for 6 months, and 
$100.00 for 12 months. Noncommercial ads are 
free to CPT members. Members may also share 
personal items such as wedding, anniversary, 
illness, and deaths free of charge. To advertise 
contact the Newsletter Editor, Dick Moore, at 
720.638.1080, operaghost198838@yahoo.com.
MEMBERSHIP DUES
    Yearly membership dues are $20.00 per member 
and $25.00 for couples living at the same address. 
Dues are due payable when you join and yearly 
dues are paid on your anniversary date and no later 
than 30 days after that date. You can send your 
payment to Colorado Prime Timers, P.O. Box 
300274. Denver, Colorado 80203 or you can pay 
the Membership Coordinator, Larry Jeffries at any 
Wednesday Luncheon.

---------------------------------------------
LUNCHEON AT

THE GOLDEN CORRAL
    Don!t forget the Wednesday Nooners 
Luncheon for a delightful lunch and munch brunch 
experience that meets every Wednesday. No 

sign up, no reservations. Just come and 
enjoy the food and conversation with your fellow 
Prime Timers.
    The Golden Corral is an American family-style 
restaurant chain serving breakfast, lunch and 
dinner, and featuring a large all-you-can-eat buffet 
and grill offering numerous hot and cold dishes, a 
carving station and their Brass Bell Bakery.   

Tell the cashier that you are with the 
Colorado Prime Timers to receive the 

$9.23 lunch price. 
Price does not include gratuity!!!

Social Hour & Lunch from 
11:00 am to 1:00 pm

3677 South Santa Fe Drive
Sheridan, Colorado 80110

---------------------------------------------

Rod Nowak, 2nd             Howard Martin, 4th
Larry Tuveson, 6th             Geof Jones, 7th
Frank Woertman, 8th       John Pringle, 8th
Gary Adams, 12th       George Cowen. 13th
Ted Ruskin, 15th        David Sorey, 15th
Ron Morrow, 16th               Greg Katz, 16th
Ron Doucette, 17th       Ron DeVries, 19th

Milton Cunningham, 18th
Jim Mickel, 20th          Mark Slaysman, 25th
Larry Lombard, 26th         Jim Spurlin, 26th

Richard Wilson, 29th
 and two others

*Free lunch card if you attend lunch that 

day! 
---------------------------------------------

We are now on
facebook. The link is:
fb.me/coprimetimers 

---------------------------------------------
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

    The Aug. Newsletter deadline for all articles and 
activities for the Newsletter must be turned into 
Dick Moore,  Newsletter editor by Wednesday, 
Aug. 22nd to be included in the Aug. edition for 
delivery on Wednesday, Aug. 29th.
    Opinions expressed in various columns with 
Prime Times are the sole opinions of the writer and 
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are not necessarily of the Colorado Prime Timer 
organization, it!s Board or Editor. All articles, dates 
and times are subject to change.

---------------------------------------------
FUTURE ACTIVITIES

    For detail information about each activity or event 
please refer to the information in this Newsletter or 
use the sign up sheet at the Wednesday 
Luncheon. Be courteous and RSVP the event!s 
host no later than the reservation deadline. Those 
who sign up or RSVP the event!s host will be 
guaranteed a spot with the group, others will be 
accommodated as possible. If you  RSVP and can!t 
make the event, contact the host.
    The following are articles, announcements, and 
of scheduled events for the present month. These 
events can also be found on the monthly calendar 
(see page 11).  If a phone number or e-mail is 
given, please respond as soon as possible for 
reservations.     

If you need a ride, it may be best to 
contact other members on the sign up 
sheet personally. The event 
coordinator should not be expected to 
arrange transportation!.

---------------------------------------------
ACTIVITY PLANNING

Joe Saman: Activities Coordinator

For any Prime Timer!s activity, you 
MUST check with me first. We will look 
at the “Master Calendar” together. 
Just a reminder, if you are planning an 
activity, make sure the date is open for 
your activity. Then the sign up sheet 
can be created either by me or by you 
for the activity. Any member can 
coordinate an activity at any time!!!!
--------------------------------------------

PRIME TIMERS     

OUT N’ ABOUT!

COFFEE TIME 
When: Every Monday.  
Time: 8-10 am. 
Where: Paneras, 640 S. Colorado Blvd. 
When: Every Tuesday. 
Time: 10 till noon.
Where: The LGBT Center.
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BOARD MEETING 
President: Dick Moore

When: Wednesday, July 4th.  
Time: Right after lunch. 
Where: Golden Corral, 3677 S. Santa Fe Drive.  
Agenda:  Reports on PrideFest, the Treasury,  
Membership, and anything else we want to talk 
about.  All members are welcome to 
participate!

---------------------------------------------
SUNDAY BURLY BRUNCH 

When: Sunday, July 8th.
Time: 11:00 am.
Host: Colorado Prime Timers.
Where: The Trade,  475 Santa Fe Drive.
Cost: $13.00. An all you can eat brunch. 
Also $10.00 bottomless Mimosas or other soft 
drinks. (With every bottomless mimosa 
sold, the organization receives $3.00 
back). Along with all of that, a full-length movie, 
“The Producers”  (the musical)  very funny,  
while you enjoy brunch. The bar drinks are great 
and not expensive. Use sign up sheet at 
lunch no later than Wednesday, July  4th.

Movies coming up:
Aug. 12th: Adam & Steve
Sept. 9th: You Should Meet My Son
Oct. 14th: Another Gay Movie

---------------------------------------------
HAND-KNEE-FOOT CARDS

Coordinator: Ken Krout

When: Monday, July 9th.
Time: 12 pm - 4 pm.
Host: Joe Rotello
Where: 6052 Welch St. Arvada   
Call: Joe at 303.422.8712  to RSVP or use sign 
up sheet at lunch. Limit 12. Make 
reservations no later than Wednesday, 
July 4th.

---------------------------------------------
NIGHT ON THE TOWN

Coordinator: Charles McDonald

When: Tuesday, July 10th.
Time: 6:00 pm.
Where: The Brio Tuscan Restaurant, 2500 
E. 1st. Street in Cherry Creek, 80206.
Cost: $30.00.
Call or email: Charles at 303.520.3120 or 
chefcharlesd@gmail.com to RSVP or use sign up 
sheet at lunch. Reservations must be made 
no later than Wednesday, July 4th.



GENERAL MEETING
Host: Dick Moore

When: Wednesday, July 11th.
Time: 12:15 pm. 
Where: The Golden Corral, 
3677 S. Santa Fe Drive. 
Agenda: Dick reports on the July Board Meeting,  
Treasurerer!s  report, Membership report,  
hopefully a report on PrideFest and anything else 
we want to talk about.

---------------------------------------------
OVER-EASY BREAKFAST

Coordinator, Darrel Freeland

When: NO BREAKFAST THIS MONTH!
Time: 9:00 am.
Where: .
Cost: ?
Call: Darrel at 303.789.3897 or e-mail,
dffreeland@q.com or use sign up sheet at lunch. 
Reservations must be made no later than 
Wednesday, 

---------------------------------------------

DIKSY’S PUB CELBRATES

BASTILLE DAY
When: Saturday, July 14th.
Time: 4:00 pm until ?
Host: Diksy Rose (Dick Moore).
Where: 3630 Vance St. #107, Wheat 
Ridge, 80033.
French or not, wear your blue, white and red. There 
will be gourmet French delights (per Julia Child) and 
plenty of libations.
Call or email: To Dick, 720-447-5924, or 
operaghost198838@yahoo.com. Reservations 
ONLY and must be made no later than 
Wednesday, July 11th use the sign up sheet at 
lunch. Room for 15 only.

---------------------------------------------
CUSSLER MUSEUM TOUR

Coordinator: Ted Carnes

When: Thursday, July 19th.
Time: 1:00 pm.
Where: Cussler Car Museum, 14959 West 
69th Ave., Arvada, Co. 80007. 303.420.2795.
Cost: Senior fee: $8.00.
NO STEPS!!!
Info: Owned by the author Clive Cussler.
Call: Ted at 303.832.1899 for directions or to 
RSVP or use the sign up sheet at lunch.

---------------------------------------------
Colorado Prime Times Newsletter is available 
on the club website and can be downloaded 

by members who do not attend the 
Wednesday Luncheons. Printed copies are 
still available at the Wednesday Luncheon 
and to any member who does not have online 
access. www.coloradoprimetimers.com
---------------------------------------------

SATURDAY LUNCH/BRUNCH
Coordinator: Rod Nowak

When: Saturday, July 28th.
Time: 1:00 pm.
Where: West 29th Restaurant & Bar, 5560 
W. 29th & Depew, Wheat Ridge, 80033.
Cost: Moderately priced.
Call: Rod at 303.949.7810 to RSVP or use sign 
up sheet at lunch. Reservations must be 

made no later than Wednesday, July 25th.

---------------------------------------------
OVER-EASY BREAKFAST

Reporter-At-Large: Jim Mickel

    There were 14 Prime Timers present at our June 
Over-Easy Breakfast. One table of 8, the othe table 
of 6 and what a great group.
    After a postponement from last month we finally 
made it to the Perfect Landing at the Centennial 
Airport. Great restaurant and even greater food.
    For once, there seemed to be a large number of 
planes on the tarmac, but not much activitvity. 
Guess Saturdays aren!t their busy day.
    Getting there was really fast as traffic seemed to 
flow very well for a change.
    It!s always nice to see our "usual breakfast group! 
each month. It!s always a nice time for all of us. 
Thanks, Darrel, keep up the good work.

---------------------------------------------
“CANASTA CARD CLUB”

    12 Prime Timers played cards at Paul 
Hubble!s house and it was the "usual group! plus 
our new member George Pitteruff who fit right in. 2 
tables of six players, four at the other. Nice when 
people make themselves at home.
    Lots of gabbing which is always good to catch up 
on gossip. We played inside this time since last time 
the wind kept blowing the cards away on the patio.
    Of course, lots of munchies and also the Kringle 
Don Ross had sent from Racine. A very good 
Danish pastry. Sure didn!t take long and it was all 
gone.
    Our next card game will be played at Joe 
Rotello!s home in Arvada next month (July).
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E-MAIL NOTICE
    Your Colorado Prime Timer webmaster 
periodically sends a message to all members, 
primarily to inform everyone when the next 
newsletter is available on our website. If you are not 
receiving these messages it is because we either 
don't have your e-mail address or we have an 
incorrect address. E-mail addresses can be sent to 
Ron Hurd at ron@ronh.org. Also, don!t forget 
to let our Membership Chairman, Larry 
Jeffries, know of any changes in your profile, 
Send to lejeff40@gmail.com. Rosters 
available in July at Wednesday Lunch 

ONLY!!

---------------------------------------------
COLORADO PRIME TIMER

BUTTONS
Colorado Prime Timer buttons with the new logo 
are available for sale at $.50 each. They are 3
inches and pin back buttons and very colorful. You 
want to wear them at Prime Timer functions such as 
beer busts, Sunday brunch, PrideFest, etc. They 
are available from Dick Moore at lunch only.

---------------------------------------------
MINUTES OF THE JUNE 6TH 

BOARD MEETING
Secretary: Rick Knoll

    The meeting was called to order by President, 
Dick Moore at 1:05 pm.# Board members present 
were Dick Moore, Rafael De Jesus, Rick 
Knoll, Larry Nelson, Larry Jeffries, Joe 
Saman, and Bob McSherry and one visitor, 
Geof Jones.#
    Vice President, Rafael De Jesus said he 
did not have too much to report on other than 
encouraging a few more of our members to show 

up at The Trade when we are sponsoring the 
Sunday brunch and movie.# That is the second 
Sunday of every month.# It all starts at about 11:00 
o!clock. Also, the Beer Busts.
    Bob McSherry, Board Member-At-Large 
said he has made contact with an old friend from Ft. 
Morgan who has recently moved to Denver and he 
may be interested in joining Prime Timers. Good for
 you, Bob. #

    Treasurer, Larry Nelson had a good report 

and said that we are just about “right on” for our 
budget for 2018.# A 1st# was made by Larry J. 
and a 2nd# by Joe to accept the report and it was 
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agreed upon by the rest of the board.#(See page 2 
for balance)
    Larry Jeffries, Membership Chairman 
reported that we have a membership of 173 right 
now.# Two have not paid for May and seven have 
not yet paid for June but it is still early in the month 
so that will probably change.# There were three 
visitors at lunch today that expressed interest in 
joining.# A 1st was made by Rafael and 2nd was 
made by Larry Nelson and all board members 
agreed to accept the report.#
    Joe Saman, Activities Coordinator, said 
that he is having no problems with the Activities 
scheduling.# There are lots of sign-up sheets on 
the table in the back of the dining room and it 
sounds like there are going to be quite a few more 
to come.# Remember to check them out each 
week.#
    Dick reported that our next big Beer Bust at The 
Trade will be during the Labor Day weekend, 
Saturday Sept.1st.# It will probably be a big one as 
the Wrangler has been sold and is closing before 
then.# We will keep you informed as to how many 
volunteers we will need. #
    Dick has sold about 16 of those large buttons 
with the Prime Timers Logo on them. If you want 
one, talk to Dick.# They are 50 cents each.# Great 
for when you are working PrideFest, Beer Busts, 
etc. #
    Dick announced that he is going to be retiring 
from the board at the end of the year.  He has been 
president for 15 years and we are going to miss 
him.# He has done a lot for this club.# Of course 
that means that we are going to be looking for a 
new President,  also someone to take over the 
Editor of the Newsletter, and someone new to 
handle the work for PrideFest next year.# It doesn!t 
have to be all “One Person”.# I don!t know how he 
has done all of that plus work a full time job.# Start 
giving it some thought.#
Also retiring at the end of the year; Rick Knoll, 
Secretary, Larry Jeffries, Membership 
Chairman, and Joe Saman will leave the Board 
but remain as Activity Coordinator.
    It was a unusually short meeting and we 
adjourned at 1:45." The next meeting will 
be on Wednesday, July 4th.

---------------------------------------------
SPECIAL NOTICE

Starting in August, the Minutes of the 
Board Meeting will be found on the 
Colotado Prime Timer website. Hard 

copies will be available at Wed. luncheon.
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--------------------------------------------------------
2019 Worldwide Prime Timers 

Convention in 
San Antonio, Texas

October 29-November 2, 2019!
"An exciting, affordable convention in a 

beautiful city!"
     Plan ahead for Prime Timers trip to the 
picturesque city of San Antonio, Texas in 2019. A 
pre-convention sale to participants at the Chicago 
Worldwide Convention produced some exciting 
enthusiasm. Normal registration will begin October 



25, 2018 at $175 per person for Prime Timers and 
$215 for non-Prime Timer guests. Maybe it is time 
to join the Independent chapter for $15! Your 
registration includes:
  Free hospitality room with drinks and     
food provided.
  A day pass on the Riverwalk river barges         
on the San Antonio River.
  Embroidered Polo Shirt.  
  Educational Seminars.
  Daily free hot buffet breakfast for 
registered guests.
  Luncheon Buffet on Day 1.
  Masquerade Party on Halloween.
  "Golden Girls" Themed Final Dinner 
Buffet with The Golden Chorus 
entertainment.
    Our hotel is located on the banks of the San 
Antonio River on the famed Riverwalk. El Tropicano 
Riverwalk Hotel is a 275-room facility completely set 
aside for Prime Timers making this a wonderful 
experience. Room rates are at our negotiated rate 
of $124 for one or two persons and $132 for three 
or four occupants plus taxes. Make plans now 
to be in San Antonio, October, 2019.

---------------------------------------------
NEWS FROM THE CENTER

Submitted by Ron DeVries

    On May 18th, details were finalized for the 
continuation of the Healthcare Enrollment 
Assistance Program at the GLBT Community 
Center of Colorado (The Center). This program has 
been supported primarily through a grant from 
Connect for Health Colorado, Colorado!s 
Affordable Care Act Marketplace, since 2013, when 
the market place was first available.
    The Healthcare Enrollment Assistance Program is 
part of the Connect for Health Colorado Assistance 
Network, which assists Coloradoans navigate the 
complexities of the system and the websites used 
for enrollment. The assistance network certifies 
Health Coverage Guides (HCGs), like our own Ron 
DeVries, to provide guidance not only through the 
process associated with enrollment, but to provide 
support to clients by helping them determine the 
right level of benefits they need from their health 
plan. This program also allows clients to enroll in 
Health First Colorado (Colorado!s Medicaid 
program) and Child Health Plan Plus (CHP+); two 
vital programs for low-income people.
    While funding for the program has declined 
annually, The Center was able to secure funding at 
the current level for two additional years. 

Unfortunately, the grant does not fully fund the 
Healthcare Enrollment Assistance Program, and a 
portion of funding is required through The Center!s 
general fund. Please remember The Center in your 
annual giving, to support vital community programs 
like the Healthcare Enrollment Assistance Program.

---------------------------------------------
ANNUAL MOUNTAIN PICNIC

IS IN THE PLANNING STAGES.
Coordinator: Dick Moore

    I am shooting for Saturday, August 25th, (weather 
permitting). Once again it will be a potluck with the 
chapter paying for drink, and entree.
    Location of course, will be somewhere in the 
mountains. Yet to be determined.
    A sign up sheet will be available sometime in July 
as will the location.

---------------------------------------------

Let Me
Finish

Dick Moore, President

People Who Think Gay People 
Are Born That Way Support Gay 
Rights. Why?

A recent Gallup Poll found that 50% of Americans 
believe that being gay or lesbian is “something a 
person is born with.”
    30% believe being gay is “due to factors such as 
upbringing and enviroment,” and another 10% said 
“both.” 40% said “neither” and 6% “didn!t know.”
    There isn!t a scientific consensus on the origins 
of sexual orientation, so the fact that almost 
everyone in the U.S. has an opinion on it is pretty 
strange.
    Rather, it would be strange . . . if people took the 
question as a scientific one and answered based 
on their unbiased judgement of current reserach. If 
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they did, it would be surprising that so few people 
believe sexuallity is set by factors in the womb, 
which are both innate and enviromental (the womb 
is an enviroment).
    But that!s not what the question is. In the Gallup 
Poll, 88% of people who said that homosexualoty is 
innate support marriage equality, but only 38% of 
people who believe homosexuality is caused by 
enviromental factors do.
    Looking at results for these questions going back 
to 1996, the percentages answering “born that 
way”  and supporting marriage equality have a very 
high correlation.
    Both questions stayed close to each other until 
2010. After that, support for marriage equality grew 
a little faster than people saying that homosexuality 
is innate.
    Now, correlation isn!t causation. There isn!t 
evidence that people!s belief that people are born 
gay (the Gallup Poll question just refers to gays and 
lesbians) made them support marriage equality.
    The causation could be the other way around . . . 
people base their beliefs on the origins of sexuality 
on their position on marriage equality, as a way to 
justify it after thef fact.
    Or they might both be proxies for how much 
someone likes gay people.
    Saying that homosexuality is innate can only be 
understood in the contect of a culture that spreads 
a lot of energy shaming people about their sexual 
desire for no reason other than the aesthetic 
preferences of those who have power, and a 
society where ideas like “innate,” “genetic”, “no 
one!s fault” and immutable”  often get mixed up.
    Saying homosexuality is innate could just be 
another way of say that sexual orientation is an 
intregal part of one!s identity . . . another axis of 
human diversity . . . not a sin or a mistake.
Have a safe and fun 4th of July.
---------------------------------------------

Sheila’s Pet Pampering
 No one loves your pets more!
             Sheila Keathley

      Pet Whisper
       720.209.5725

         
sheilakeathley@gmail.com

$35 for the 1st pet and
$10 for each additional pet 

FREE house sitting included
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